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Unknown missile hits Poland
By Alessio Cavalca
STAFF WRITER

On Tuesday morning, Polish officials
reported that a Russian-made missile fell
in the eastern part of the country, near its
border with Ukraine, killing two people
and targeting the readiness of combat
units in the country, according to a
Tuesday CNN article.
Although the provenance of the
projectile, defined by Polish authorities
as an isolated incident, is still not clear,
it took place after Russia launched its
biggest missile attacks on Ukraine cities
in more than a month, according to the
CNN article.
Three U.S. officials told AP News in its
Tuesday evening article that preliminary
assessments suggested the missile was
fired by Ukrainian forces at an incoming
Russian one, amid the crushing salvo
against Ukraine’s electrical infrastructure
that day.
Sabrina Pinnell, San Jose State political
science senior lecturer, said the fact that
the missile landed in Poland means that
there will eventually need to be a response
from the U.S. government.
“I am sure that Poland is probably
waiting for that and maybe, talking to
the U.S. government right now,” Pinnell
said. “But think about the implications
of that, this may, in fact, be a direct attack

Where did the
missile land?

Warsaw

Poland

Kyiv

Ukraine

The missile landed outside the rural Polish village of Przewodow,
about four miles west from Ukraine’s border on Tuesday and killed
two people Tuesday.
A statement from the Polish Foreign Ministry identiﬁed the missile
as being made in Russia, but officials still can’t conﬁrm who ﬁred
it. The Polish government said it was investigating and raising its
level of military preparedness.
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Republicans fail to
ride ‘Red Wave’ to
House and Senate
By Nick Zamora
STAFF WRITER
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Student-made app
could grow social life
By Rainier de Fort-Menares
STAFF WRITER

What if there was an app to find friends and
local hangouts that’s designed specifically for
students at San Jose State?
That’s what computer science students Seema
Vora, Surabhi Gupta and Isita Bagayatkar were
wondering before they created Xircle in 2021.
Vora said they felt the need for a social app like
Xircle because SJSU is a commuter school with few
opportunities to socialize on campus.
“You happen to sit next to the right people
in your classes, maybe you make a few

friends, maybe you won’t,” Vora said. “We have
32,000 students at SJSU. Why base it on luck of
meeting the right people when we can help you
meet and explore and connect you with people that
you wouldn’t have ever met?”
Gupta said the founders competed in Intel’s
2020 Hackathon and at that time, Xircle was a
website with a very basic algorithm to match a
couple of test users.
The feedback they got from the judges helped
turn the website into an app.
A year later, the app was first launched in
SOCIAL | Page 2

Media pundits and news
anchors in the weeks leading
up to midterms elections on
Nov. 8 forecasted decisive and
overwhelming Republican wins
throughout several key races for
the House of Representatives
and Senate to no avail.
Despite insistence that a
Republican takeover would
overwhelm the incumbent
president and Democratic
party, no Republican ‘Red Wave’
materialized.
Marc Thiessen, a former
speechwriter for George W.
Bush, said during a Fox News
election night panel that, “This
is an absolute disaster for the
Republican Party.”
James Brent, director of the
masters of public administration
program and political science
professor, said the midterm
results we are seeing is because
of an elusive young voter
block and biased preliminary
polls.
“I mean, this was a huge
victory for the Democrats,”
Brent said in a Zoom call. “I
mean, they lost the house. I
mean, it’s ‘Oh they lost the
house.’ But no, this was a huge

You basically have a lot
of Republican-leaning
polls that were being
issued and a lot of the
mainstream media
were simply picking
up on that saying,
‘Hey, look, there’s this
other poll that says
Republicans are going
to win.’
James Brent

political science professor

win . . . for the Democrats. They
have every right to feel great.”
He also said abortion rights
and gay rights are topics that
younger voters, specifically
college students, care about and
that they are ready to vote to
protect those.
“Well, I don’t think there’s
much doubt that most of what
ELECTIONS | Page 2
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Learning and Engagement at Tufts
University cited midterm turnout
at a 30-year high for 18-29 year olds,
Continued from page 1
according to a Thursday NPR article.
the modern Republican Party stands for,
“It really is the youngest voters that
it’s not what most younger voters believe are the hardest to get a hold of and so
in,” Brent said.
they were probably the ones who are
The final race securing Senate control least well represented [in polls],” Brent
for the Democrats came late Saturday by said. “So on election day, when they
Nevada Senator Catherine Cortez Masto turned out pretty well, that was the
in her race against former Attorney margin that turned the tide.”
General Adam Laxalt, who had been
There is no decisive win for
endorsed by former President Donald Republicans as forecasted but the race
Trump, according to a Monday Reuters for control of the House by way of
article.
218 seat majority has almost been
Early estimates from the Center for decided.
Information and Research on Civic
Republicans have 217 seats of the

218 needed for a majority with
Democrats holding 206 seats. With
12 seats still undecided and votes still
being tallied, Republicans most likely
will have a majority in the House,
according to a Monday AP News article.
Further misunderstanding of the
Red Wave that didn’t happen might
have come from misunderstanding and
misreporting preliminary polls.
Brent said the “profession of polling”
is evolving and undergoing some
“existential angst” amongst other reasons
why the media was wrong.
“You basically have a lot of
Republican-leaning polls that were
being issued and a lot of the mainstream
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Continued from page 1
on Poland, or more likely, it could
be an accident.”
The Polish government said it
was investigating and raising its
level of military preparedness.
Meanwhile, President Joe Biden
pledged support for Poland’s
investigation, according to the
AP News article.
The
Russian
Defense
Ministry declared the missile
had nothing to do with Russian
weapons and denied the
Russian presence behind any
attack near the Ukrainian-Polish
border, according to the Tuesday
AP News article.
“It is quite possible at some
point that Russia will be backed
into a corner and say, ‘This was
a mistake,’” Pinnell said. “They
are probably going to go with
the backup, saying it was not a
direct attack.”
Biden and the other NATO
leaders are contributing to the
investigation of the missile’s
origin, according to the CNN
article.
Pinnell said however, the
event may have important
consequences in the European
Union and Ukraine’s potential

media were simply picking up on that
saying, ‘Hey, look, there’s this other poll
that says Republicans are going to win,”
Brent said.
Though the Democrats and Biden
received a victory that no one saw
coming, the next two years of his
presidency will be a continuing uphill
battle as his previously held house
majority will likely go to the Republicans
while the Senate has a razor-thin split
in the Democrats’ favor.

Follow the Spartan Daily
on Twitter @SpartanDaily

 A Russian-made missile fell onto Polish
territory on Tuesday, killing two people.

 NATO and EU leaders responded and
followed the Polish report on the missile.

 Polish President Andrzej Duda reported
the event as an isolated incident, but also
declared investigations are underway.

 The current situation may target a
reaction from the European Union, leading
to an acceleration of Ukraine’s entrance into
the EU.

 The Russian Defense Ministry declared the
missile had nothing to do with Russian
weapons and denied the Russian presence
behind any attack near the Ukrainian-Polish
border.
membership.
“This is not just about NATO,
this is also about the EU, and
the EU has been taking a
much harder line with Russia,”
Pinnell said. “The European
Union may put Ukraine on track
to enter the EU as a full fledged
member.”
On June 22, after the
development of the conflict
between Russia and Ukraine,
the European Union granted
candidate membership status
to Ukraine, according to a

June 23 PBS article.
However, Ukraine’s entrance
into the EU is still on standby.
“For a long time, they said,
‘We’re not going to do that
because we don’t want to make
Russia angry,’ ” Pinnell said.
“Now, if actual EU members
are being attacked directly,
then they may say ‘Okay, now
you’ve done it, we are going to,
sadly, speed up the process of
letting Ukraine in.’ ”
Although the EU supported
Ukraine during the conflict,

 Ukraine’s potential entrance into the EU
may have immediate consequences on the
economic relationships between Russia and
the majority of the EU countries.
Russia still has a strong
economical influence on many
countries of the EU.
In 2021, the European Union
imported 155 billion cubic
meters of natural gas from
Russia, accounting for around
45% of EU gas imports and
close to 40% of its total gas
consumption, according to a
March 3 International Energy
Agency news release.
Pinnell said even if it has not
reached that point yet, there is a
lot of pressure behind the scenes
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August 2021 while concepts were being
tested.
Vora said in the first launch, Xircle had
two ways to match people.
One way was the friend match, where
the app would take users’ interests and
match them with people that shared similar
interests.
The other method was study match,
where it would take users’ classes or their
department, matching them with users
with the same classes.
Vora said after the first launch of Xircle,
users gave back some initial feedback.
App users said the initial registration
process was too long, the UI wasn’t meeting
their standards, the study feature wasn’t
necessary and some features expected on a
social media app didn’t exist.
Some of the requested features were

You happen to sit next to the right people in your classes,
maybe you make a few friends, maybe you won’t. We have
32,000 students at SJSU. Why base it on luck of meeting
the right people when we can help you meet and explore and
connect you with people that you wouldn’t have ever met?
Seema Vora

Xircle cofounder & computer science student

profile pictures, notifications and
texting.
“Honestly, we thought they were big
features to add, but people just kind of
expected them, that was the baseline they
wanted,” Vora said.
When Xircle relaunched in June, they
removed the study match feature and
added a new feature called “Hangouts.”
Vora said users can create and explore

nearby social events and trips with the
hangout feature.
Gupta said after reaching out to SJSU
clubs and fraternities, users wanted a feature
that lets them form private groups so not
all users can see when someone is going to
a place.
Vora said user safety was their number
one priority during development.
“Being female [students] on campus, we

to establish a conversation to
solve the conflict.
“From the U.S. given the fact
that we’re about to have a change
in the Congress, you know, even
the Democratic leadership is
pushing on this,” Pinnell said.
“There’s pressure from the EU,
there is a tremendous pressure
for everybody to sit down and
talk.”

Follow the Spartan Daily
on Twitter @SpartanDaily

understand that there are risks and you
aren’t always comfortable going on
hangouts,” Vora said.
Isita Bagayatkar said they ensure
everyone using the app has a verified school
email.
Bagayatkar said Xircle also has a terms
of service and a user-reporting feature,
allowing admins to ban any suspicious
users.
Vora said she hopes to one day have
Xircle in multiple universities in the
CSU system because she feels this is a
problem affecting other schools.
“We think that social life shouldn’t
depend on where you go and who you
are,” Vora said. “It doesn’t matter if you’re
a commuter student juggling a full-time
job. Finding new people should be as fast
as clicking a button, which is what we do.”

Follow Rainier on Twitter
@demenares
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MEN’S BASKETBALL

Spartans steal fourth consecutive win
By Jeremy Martin
STAFF WRITER

“

KYLE TRAN | SPARTAN DAILY

SJSU guard Garrett Anderson drops the ball into the net during pregame warm up Tuesday in the Provident Credit Union Event Center.

Cardenas at 32-33, with 42 seconds
left before halftime.
Moore made a driving layup with
6 seconds left in the first half to give
SJSU a 36-33 lead going into the
break.
Despite
SJSU
shooting
50% from the field in the first half,
the Spartans held Alabama State to
52% shooting from the field and
40% from beyond the arc.
Hornets guard Isaiah Range
was Alabama State’s leading scorer

and ended the game with 18 points.
SJSU started to pull away early in
the second half.
Cardenas made a 3-pointer at
the 17:37 mark in the second half to
put the Spartans up 40-35.The shot
drew an electrifying applause from
the crowd.
The Spartans got their biggest
lead of the game after sophomore
forward Robert Vaihola made a
layup, with 12:43 to play, extending
the lead to 49-41.
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48. Social group
49. In peril
56. Fifty-three in Roman
numerals
57. Enemies
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60. Applications
61. Chain of hills
62. Secluded valley
63. Stringed instrument
$IÀUPDWLYHV
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1. Fizzy drink
2. Ringlet
3. French for “State”
4. Captain of the Nautilus
5. Misfortune
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9. Simplest element
10. Lustrous
11. Discourage
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25. Writing implement
26. Carpet type
27. Wife of Zeus
28. Train track
29. Rating
30. Stream
31. Anagram of “Sage”
33. Murres
34. Notion
35. Biblical garden
36. Classify
38. Haughty
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42. A medical procedure
44. Male adult
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46. Lift
47. Thigh armor
48. National symbol
50. Prying
51. Elk or caribou
52. A Great Lake
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54. Border
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CC R A T E S
A R E S E T U
L E S S E N L
E A T CMA C
A T OP S L H
S E R E E R I
E D E N D E N
B R A D I S A
E H E A R T E
S E S N E T H
S E C T P L U
A HA T CON
S A P L I NG
SWE A T E R
WR E M E R Y
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3 6

little sharper,” Miles said.
Tuesday’s contest was a block
party for Diallo as he recorded a
school record of 8 blocks.
SJSU is scheduled to host Hofstra
University at 7 p.m. on Thursday in
the Provident Credit Union Event
Center.
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ACROSS
1. Smell
6. Monarch of Iran
10. Mid-month days
14. Not inner
(DVWHUÁRZHU
16. Overhaul
17. Highly emotional episode
18. Ancient
19. Any thing
20. Completely
22. Greek district
23. East northeast
24. Drama set to classical
music
26. Tatters
30. Pens
32. Weighty
33. Pressing needs
37. Diva’s solo
38. Primp
39. Poi source
40. Verandahs
42. Contemptuous look
43. Inuit boat
44. Someone genetically
altered
45. Impostor

11

SUDOKU PUZZLE
Complete the grid so that every row, column and
3x3 box contains every digit from 1 to 9 inclusively.

CROSSWORD PUZZLE
1

From then on, SJSU went on
a 21-16 run to end the game and
close out the Hornets.
Although the Spartans got the
win, Tim Miles gave credit to
Alabama State’s play on the floor.
“It was just about, ‘Okay, what’s
going on tonight, who’s going to
take control of the game?’ and our
guys know that they’ve got to come
out and play with great vigor, to be
able to do those things and tonight,
I thought Alabama State was just a

2

11.15.22

P A F T E R
L C L OS E
S T I L L E
H I N E L R
I N T N B E
NGD L U A
S A N E R D
P P E A R D
L OW D O G
I L T HW E
N A E S S L
T RO L H A
SMB I T T
N E E MA I
G S Y A R N

8
6
4
3
5
7
2
1
9

7
9
1
6
8
2
5
4
3

6
2
7
8
1
3
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5
4

9
4
3
2
7
5
1
8
6

R S
S T
TO
AM
T E
U S
S E
E S
L E
A N
U T
R E
E R
L A
S S

1
5
8
4
9
6
3
7
2

“A garbage
WUXFNµ

The San Jose State men’s
basketball team defeated Alabama
State in a 70-57 comeback win at
the Provident Credit Union Event
Center on Tuesday night.
Spartans junior guard Omari
Moore finished with 19 points,
5 rebounds and 4 assists.
Sophomore guard Alvaro
Cardenas recorded 17 points and
shot 3 of 5 from the 3-point line.
“I thought Omari played through
some trials and tribulations,” said
SJSU head coach Tim Miles. “He
stayed aggressive, he stayed within
himself, he got other guys involved
and played very solid defense at the
same time.”
Going into the matchup, SJSU
won its last game against Bethesda
University 90-68.
The Spartans had a 2-0 record
and were looking to maintain their
winning streak.
On the contrary, Alabama State
came in winless at 0-3.
The Hornets struck first when
Eric Coleman made a 3-pointer
with 18 minutes, 57 seconds left in
the first half to put the Hornets on
the board.
With the Spartans trailing 9-0,
Cardenas hit a 3-pointer, giving
the Spartans their first basket of
the game.
The Spartans continued to
close the gap when Moore made a
close field goal in the paint for
SJSU at the 9:19 mark in the first
period to make it 20-15.
SJSU center Ibrahima Diallo
made a layup at the 6:23 mark
of the first half, helping his team
inch closer at 24-21.
The Spartans finally tied the
game at 32-32, with 2:03 left in the
half.
SJSU took its first lead on a
second-chance free throw by
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MOVIE REVIEW

GRAPHIC COURTESY OF WIKIMEDIA COMMONS

Sequel is profound & moving
By Bojana Cvijic
EXECUTIVE EDITOR

When you sit down for “Black
Panther: Wakanda Forever,” the
anticipation you likely feel toward the
sequel after four years is almost nerve
wracking and definitely somber.
I almost knew what to expect
considering the symbol and pride of
the first film, lead actor Chadwick
Boseman, who played King T’Challa,
died from colon cancer in August
2020, which was an absolute shock to
the world.
His death came as a surprise to
basically
ly everyone as he only
told a
few non-family
on-family members
about his diagnosis. Not
even his
is “Black Panther”
co-starss knew until his
death was announced.
That is a stark contrast
to the feeling everyone had
in 2018,
8, when the release
of the first Black Panther
film was
as a celebration. I
can still
ill remember the
joy of getting up from
the theater
eater as Kendrick
Lamar’ss and SZA’s “All
The Stars”
ars” played during
the outro
tro credits.
Now as I sat in the
audience
ce chair, I was ready
for the new film.
We’ree opened with the
scene of T’Challa’s sister
Shuri, played by British actress
Letitia Wright, and Now-Queen
nda, played by legendary
Ramonda,
actress Angela Bassett, who are
rappling with the death of
both grappling
’Challa from an unspecified
King T’Challa
disease,, leaving them without their
loved one, protector and Wakanda
king.
The biggest thing that the movie
ncredibly well is how Wakanda
does incredibly
as to cope with not only the loss
now has
of theirr King and protector, but the
ey have opened themselves up
fact they
to the world.
With that also means other
nations are trying to gain access to
their resources, specifically the

strongest metal on Earth: the fictional
vibranium.
Western countries, specifically the
U.S., find themselves searching for
vibranium in the Atlantic Ocean, which
leads to us finally being introduced to
anti-hero Namor, played by Tenoch
Huerta.
Namor is a character that first
appeared in Marvel comics in 1939, has
been formally introduced in the Marvel
Cinematic Universe as the Indigenous
ruler of Talokan, a Mayan-connected
underwater ancient civilization, whose
backstory has direct ties to history in
the real world.
Director Ryan Coogler’s ability to

weave the issue of colonialism and its
after-effects on the world is brilliant,
especially in the Marvel universe,
which is completely overtaken by its
positive portrayals of the U.S. and its
military power most of the time.
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As Namor takes you through his
backstory in the film in which he
describes how his ancestors, his mother
and their community destroyed by
Spanish conquistadors in the Yucatan
region of what is now Mexico, Coogler
does not hide the smallpox scars the
Mayan people were afflicted with
purposely by Spanish colonizers.
The deviation from real-world
history, however, is that Namor’s
people gained abilities to survive
underwater while building a kingdom
there to ensure their survival, with
Namor eventually becoming their
king, known as K’uk’
K’uk’ulkan or the
serpent god.
The Mayan la
language is fully
fi and Namor
spoken in the film
S
directly tells Shuri
that the
languag is a hateful
Spanish language
language.
take
Huerta takes
Coogler’s
direction while masterfully
h
describing the history
of the
Mayan people aand tying it to
M
the lore of the Marvel
movie.
givin much away,
Without giving
my least favorit
favorite part of the
movie was how two colonized
p
people were pitted
against
inste of working
each other instead
together from th
the beginning.
However, C
Coogler still
directs the fear an
and generational
trauma
of
encroaching
imperialism bot
both Shuri and
Namor have.
That redirects their anger
against each other, which doesn’t
solve anything and tthey eventually
both come to the co
conclusion that
they are not each other
other’s enemies.
Despite the fact th
that Shuri and
Namor want the same tthing for their
people, they move in different ways
in how they advance th
their respective
desires.
wit very good
Namor desires, with
wo
reason, to see the world
burn and
Shuri wants to stop him
him.
Although if it was me, I would
be asking him: Medium well? Extra
crispy? Fries and a coke with that?
– Which has only to do with the fact
that Huerta is undeniably gorgeous.

movie
review
“Black Panther
Wakanda Forever”
Rating:


Directed by:
Ryan Coogler
Starring:
Chadwick Boseman,
Tenoch Huerta and
Letitia Wright
Genre:
superhero action

We see Shuri not only navigate her
denial of grief, but her own desire to
see the world and her enemies who
have wronged her, burn.
Even though they were pitted against
each other in the movie to give the
classic Marvel plot of a good guy and a
bad guy, Coogler unites them together
in the end.
The second you remove yourself
away from the fact that this is from
Marvel and you ignore all the little
Marvel plotlines that are included in
the film, it is a beautiful and tearinducing movie.
Its beautiful portrayal of all the
stages of grief and its incredible tribute
to such an incredible person and actor,
makes “Black Panther: Wakanda
Forever,” a must-watch.
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